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Welcome from
the Headteacher

| am delighted to welcome you and your child to
Airedale Academy. Choosing a secondary school is a
huge moment for families, and | want to reassure you
from the very start: your child will be known, supported
and challenged here - every single day.

Your child only gets one secondary school experience. At Airedale, our
responsibility is to make that experience positive, ambitious and genuinely

life-changing. We have high expectations, not because we want perfection,

but because we believe in what our pupils are capable of achieving at
Airedale Academy and beyond.

Everything we do is guided by our core values: Care, Aspire, Succeed.

These are not just words on a wall - they shape how we treat one another,
how we learn, and how we prepare pupils for the world beyond school.
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Strong schools are built on strong partnerships.
WWe believe that the very best outcomes happen
when school and home work together. We ask
parents and carers to support learning, attendance
and behaviour, and to contact us promptly if your
child needs extra support. Communication matters,
and your views are always valued.

We are incredibly proud of Airedale

Academy and the journey ahead. | am excited to
welcome your child into our community and to
work with you over the coming years to ensure
they leave us as confident, capable young people -
ready to succeed in an ever-changing world.

I look forward to meeting you and welcoming
your child to Airedale Academy.

Mr A Percival

Headteacher



Care

Show respect to yourself, staff and other pupils. Be honest,
kind and trustworthy. Appreciate and accept the different
backgrounds and cultures in our academy.

Always believe that anything is possible, try hard and never
give up, even when things get tough.

<LJ>\A Aspire

»HU0¢y  Succeed
@]33? Have high expectations of yourself. Do everything as well

j as you can, Nno excuses.
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“DREAM BIG!”

Messages from Year 7

We are delighted that you are joining us at Airedale Academy.

Our Values I

Here are some messages from our current Year 7 pupils, who
were in your position this time last year.

‘Always remember you can do this! It might seem hard,
but me and everyone else in my year and the school are
always here to support you!”

“My top tips for you are to pack everything the night
before so you have all of your equipment and uniform

ready. | promise you will be amazing!”

“Il was super nervous coming up to high school but you
have great teachers and form teachers to help you
through! You've got this!”

“I really love playing sports after school. There are so
many dfter-school clubs to choose from and it is a
great way to make new friends. You will love it here!”
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A Day in the Life
at Airedale Academy

A Warm Welcome

Your day begins with a friendly welcome at the
school gate. Gates open at 8:25am, giving you
time to arrive, meet friends, and prepare for
the day ahead. This reflects our value of Care -
making sure every pupil feels safe, happy, and
ready to learn.

Form Time

Form time is a key part of your day and helps
you start positively.

During Form Time, you will:

- Spend time with your form tutor and
form group

- Make sure you are organised and
ready to learn

- Build friendships and feel part
of a community

You will also enjoy reading together as a form,
helping you to aspire by developing your
confidence and love of learning.

Once a week, you will attend assembly,
celebrating achievements and reinforcing our
shared values. You will also take part in out Life
Ready curriculum where you will take part in
weekly sessions that form an important part of
our Personal Development curriculum. These
sessions help you to prepare for life beyond the
school gates.

Form time is a fantastic start to each day and
reflects the strong sense of belonging and care
at Airedale Academy.




Lessons

After form time, you will begin your daily timetable.

You will have 5 lessons each day and each lesson lasts
for 60 minutes.

In lessons, we encourage you to aspire, to challenge
yourself, try your best, and aim high in everything you do
so that you can succeed.

Example Timetable

Period 1: 09.15 - 10.15 English
Digital Information Technology

Basketball Club
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Social Time

There are two opportunities during the day to relax
and socialise:

- morning break (15 minutes)
- lunch time (30 minutes) in the dining hall with your friends

These times allow you to build friendships, show
respect, and continue to demonstrate our value of care
for one another.

After School Opportunities

After lessons, there are many clubs and extracurricular
activities available, from sports to creative arts and more.

Currently, we have 30 different clubs on after school, so
there is something for everyone to get involved in!




What do I need to
pack in my bag for
my first day?

For your first day, make sure you pack your Ready to Learn equipment...
but there are a few other important things too!

Bring loads of confidence, an open mind, and a big smile.

Ready to Learn Equipment

ooc0ee
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Scientific Calculator Pencil Black Pen Purple Pen Green Pen

(Optional)

Pupils in Y7 will be provided
with a Casio FX-83GT CW
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How do I keep organised?

When pupils join Airedale Academy, they are provided with
a Pupil Planner.

The Pupil Planner should be brought to school every day,
and all homework tasks should be recorded in it.

Parents are asked to check and sign the planner each
week, and your child's Form Teacher will also monitor this
regularly.

The planner contains important information for your child,
including their timetable, homework schedule, equipment
list and key school expectations.

It is also used for communication between home and school.

Stamps awarded for effort, achievement and attendance
are also recorded in the Pupil Planner.

WEEK 1: 1-5 September 2026




Learning Expectations

At Airedale Academy, our pupils understand that getting things right is
simple. Our expectations are clear, positive and easy to follow, helping
every pupil to succeed every day. We focus on three key values:

Ready Respect Safe

By focusing on these positive behaviours, pupils quickly build confidence and good habits.
At Airedale Academy, doing the right thing becomes part of everyday life, making success
something all pupils can achieve.

Readv - | listen to others and respect their views,

even if they differ from mine.
Be ready to learn by:
- | take pride in my uniform and the quality
- Bringing the correct equipment every day. of my work.

* Wearing uniform correctly. - | put litter in the bin and look after our

. : school environment.
- Arriving on time to school and lessons,

settle quickly and quietly. Safe
* Follow instructions. Making sure everyone feels safe, always.
» Complete homework and revision to - | never use foul, hurtful, or derogatory
the best of my ability. language.
Respect - | do not engage in any physical contact
with others.

Showing pride, kindness, and good manners to
others, the environment, and myself. - | act safely - at school, travelling to and from

school, and online.

- | am polite and use good manners with staff

and pupils. - | walk calmly around the building - never

. : , : running.
- | follow instructions first time, every time.
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Airedale Academy:
Celebrating Success

At Airedale Academy, we believe it is important to recognise and
celebrate our pupils’ success. We encourage positive behaviour and
reward pupils for their hard work and achievements.

Pupils can earn stamps, which are recorded in their planners.
These stamps lead to exciting rewards including:

- Positive phone calls home from staff

- Celebration assemblies and certificates to recognise achievements

- Letters or postcards home to share good news

- Special certificates for excellent work or effort

- Headteacher's Breakfast for pupils who go above and beyond

- Attendance Rewards Events - we also reward excellent attendance with exciting
events such as The Masked Singer, I'm Team Airedale Get Me Out of Here, inflatables,
silent discos and much more

- End of Year Rewards Event - a celebration of success with a trip (such
as Flamingo Land).

- Celebration Evening - a special event where we invite families into the Academy
to recognise and celebrate pupil achievements

We are proud to celebrate the effort, progress and success of all
pupils at Airedale Academy.
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Uniform Checklist

See Uniform Booklet on our website for further details.
(Please tick to check you have all your uniform / kit and equipment for September). Item Branded? Compulsory? Source

Plain Black Tailored Trousers N Y Arange
of
Item Branded? Compulsory? Source retailers

Plain White School Shirt N Y A range
(with top button fastened and of
long enough to be tucked in). retailers

Plain Black Tailored Skirt Arange
of
retailers

Plain Black long-sleeved V A range
Neck Jumper/Cardigan (must of

not be worn tucked in into skirt/ retailers
trousers). Not to be worn as a
replacement for the blazer.

Black Opaque Tights or Socks Arange

(visible socks should be plain of

black or white). retailers

Plain Black Shoes Trainers, Arange
Cross Trainers, Canvas shoes, of
Pumps/Plimsoll style shoes, retailers Hair Accessories (must be black, Arange
ankle boots are not permitted clear or natural colour to match of

(This list is not exhaustive) your child's hair). retailers
Shoes with brown heels/soles
or with non-black bows, logos
or embellishments are not
considered plain black.

Equipment , Arange
Airedale Academy Clip on Tie Issued 3 T of

free retailers
of
charge in
Year 7

Hair - Is of a natural colour, no less than a grade 1, without shaved lines or patterns or

representative of youth culture.

Airedale Academy Blazer Better
& Bright Jewellery - Only one small, plain stud earring in each ear lobe is allowed. No Necklaces

are allowed, No bracelets are allowed. No Rings are allowed. A plain, non-smart wrist
watch may be worn.
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PE Kit Checklist

The list below refers to the purchase of new PE kit. Pupils in older year groups can still wear

the Airedale Academy PE polo shirt and black shorts.

Item

Branded?

Compulsory?

Source

PE Indoor Shirt

N

Y

A range of
retailers

Item

Branded?

Compulsory?

Source

Plain Black Skin Top

A range of
retailers

PE Outdoor Top

N

N

Better

& Bright or
other
retailers

PE Shorts

A range of
retailers

Plain Black PE Socks

Arange of
retailers

Plain Black Tracksuit Bottoms
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A range of
retailers

PE Trainers
(Any colour sports trainer)
- NOT Canvas style, e.g.

pumps/converse/ vans etc.

A range of
retailers

Football/Rugby Boots
Plastic/Moulded studs only.

A range of
retailers




Helpful Tips for Catching
Public-Service Buses

Apply for a Young Persons Photocard

If a child is under 19, they need a Young Person's Photocard to be eligible for discounted bus
and train travel in West Yorkshire. Please be aware that without a Young Person's Photocard a
child will have to pay the full adult fare for their journey.

Attendance

(For the full policy, please see our website)

Why is good attendance important?

At Airedale Academy we strive for excellent attendance that contributes to a secure
climate for effective learning and achievement.

There is a clear link between attendance and attainment at school, with those pupils
who have poor attendance being more likely to achieve fewer GCSE's.

What is “Good” Attendance?

The minimum expectation for attendance is 96%, although we strive for 100% attendance
for all pupils. Any pupil whose attendance is below 96% is a concern. The Government
considers that any pupil with attendance of 90% and below is a Persistent Absentee. This is
a national measure and it is the legal and statutory duty of parents and carers to ensure that
their child attends school. If a pupil is classed as a persistent absentee, data suggests that
they would achieve half a grade below their target grade in every subject.

Your responsibility

As a parent you have a legal responsibility to ensure your child attends school
regularly and on time. You must ensure that your child attends the school they are
registered with until the last Friday in June in the school year in which they reach the
age of 16.
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Further information and applications can be made online at:

https://m-card.co.uk/the-cards/underi19/under-19-photocards/

Getting on the bus...

If you are new to public transport, it's a good idea to
find the stop you will be using so you are confident
you know where to go on your first day.

Make sure you have the correct pass and money
for your journey.

Remember to signal to the bus by putting your arm
out as soon as you see the correct bus. If you don't
signal to the driver they will not stop.

Please note, when using any bus on the way to
school, you will have to adhere to the following
code of conduct - Ready, Respect and Safe.
This includes:

Conduct on the Bus

- Remember to show your pass to the driver (where
applicable).

- Find a seat and stay seated for the journey. If
there are no seats, hold onto the rail (where
standing is permitted).

- If the bus has seatbelts, they must be worn.
- Do not distract the driver unless in an emergency.

- Do not damage the bus or interfere with the cctv
or any other safety equipment.

-+ Photos should not be taken without the prior
consent of the person(s) concerned.

- Always behave sensibly throughout your journey.

- Whilst you are wearing your uniform you are
representing the academy and therefore you
must follow the universal rules of the academy.

- Do not cross the road directly in front or behind
the bus.

Conduct when Getting off the Bus

- When your stop is next, ring the bell once. If
it has already been rung, you do not need to
ring it again.

- If you have to cross the road after you get
off the bus, wait until the bus has moved off and
you can see the road clearly in both directions,
or go to the nearest available crossing.




General Information
& Useful Websites

General Information

What if my child gets lost?

Your child will be given lots of opportunities to

find their way around the Academy including the
transition day and the first day back in September. If
your child is lost, they can ask any member of staff
to help them. We understand that pupils may get
lost at the beginning of the school year and take
this into account when a child is late for lessons,
however it does not take pupils long to find their
way around school.

Lost Property
Any lost property will be handed into Pupil
Reception for pupils to collect.

Use of Mobile Phone in School

If a pupil is seen using their phone, or their phone
rings / beeps during school time, their phone
will be confiscated until the end of the school
day where it can then be collected from Pupil
Reception at the end of the day.

What if | need to contact my child?

You should phone the academy on 01977 664555
and inform us. We can ensure a message is
delivered to your child.
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Useful Websites

www.childline.org.uk
Free 24-hour helpline for children.

Trained counsellors available to help,

listen and give guidance.
www.kidpower.org
Practical skills when dealing with

bullies. Help for kids and parents.

www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Advice and frequently asked questions

on subjects such as family, health,
housing, education, money and
peoples’ rights.

www.nspcc.org.uk
A guide for parents about online.

Useful Contact
Information

We welcome any contact from parents/carers and encourage you to let us know if you have
any concerns regarding your child's education. Your views are extremely important to us.

All pupils will receive a planner that is regularly checked by Form Tutors. You can use
this to contact us. Your child will be given their planner when they arrive in September.
The first point of contact is always through the Form Tutor. If you feel the planner is not
appropriate, you can contact your child’s form tutor on 01977 664555. Form Tutors will
teach during the school day but will do their best to contact you at the end of the day
where possible. You can also contact your child's Head of Year through the same way
if you feel the matter is more urgent.

Parents have been asked not to contact their child during lesson times; and if urgent
contact is required then to do so via the Academy office on 01977 664555 and a message
will be sent directly to the classroom in which your child is being taught.

Key Staff

Mr J Senior Assistant Headteacher )
) jhawkhead@aa.castlefordtrust.co.uk
Hawkhead for SEND and Inclusion
Mrs S
Year Leader for Year 7 swoolley@aa.castlefordtrust.co.ukk
Woolley

Mrs S Marsh Deputy SENDCO smarsh@aa.castlefordtrust.co.uk
Mrs S Parker Education Welfare Officer sparker@aa.castlefordtrust.co.uk

Academy Contact Details

01977 664555 (Monday to Friday 8.00am - 4.30pm)
infor@aa.castlefordtrust.co.uk
www.airedaleacademy.com

Airedale Academy, Crewe Road, Airedale, WF10 3JU
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