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Friday 24th October 2025 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
 
As we come to the end of what has been the most successful half term since joining the Castleford Trust, I want 
to take a moment to celebrate the incredible achievements of our pupils and the continued strength of Team 
Airedale. 
 
Every day, I walk through our school with immense pride. Pupils of all ages are engaged in purposeful learning, 
and their warmth and enthusiasm are truly inspiring. They are proud to share their work, talk about their 
learning, and show off the stamps they’ve earned for their contributions to both academic progress and wider 
school life. This is a school where pupils care deeply about their learning, aspire to be their best, and are 
supported to succeed. 
 
Our celebration assemblies this week have been a fantastic opportunity to recognise hundreds of pupils who 
consistently meet our expectations. Their achievements reflect the positive culture we are building together—
one where every pupil feels valued and motivated to do well. 
 
We’ve also welcomed several visitors to Airedale this half term, and the feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive. One visitor wrote: 
 
“The atmosphere across the school has felt incredibly positive. The behaviour policy is clear and consistently 
applied, with high expectations that pupils clearly understand and respond to. The pupils I’ve had the 
opportunity to teach have been respectful, engaged, and an absolute pleasure to work with. Staff have also 
been warm and supportive, which creates a really collaborative and welcoming environment. Having taught for 
seven years across a range of schools, I can genuinely say that what you’ve established here at Airedale stands 
out. It’s a great place to teach, and I simply wanted to acknowledge that.” 
 
This kind of feedback is a powerful reflection of the culture we’ve built—and it wouldn’t be possible without 
your ongoing support. Thank you for being such an important part of our journey. 
 
As we move into the second half of the autumn term, we remain focused on improving attendance. Being in 
school every day helps pupils build friendships, develop routines, and engage in high-quality lessons that 
support their success. We ask all parents and carers to continue supporting us by ensuring their child attends 
school every day. Where pupils are genuinely ill, we will always work with families to provide support and 
ensure no child falls behind. 
 
A reminder that we are moving to our new managed information system, Arbor, over the half term break. All 
parents and carers should have received communication about this transition, and further guidance will be 
sent out shortly regarding next steps. 
 
A final reminder that Monday 3rd November will be an Inset day and we look forward to welcoming pupils back 
to school on Tuesday 4th November. 
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Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half term. Thank you once again for your continued support—Team 
Airedale is going from strength to strength, and together we will continue to Care, Aspire, Succeed. 
 
Warm regards, 
 

 
Andy Percival 
Headteacher, Airedale Academy 
 


