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Rationale

Uniform plays a key role in providing a sense of belonging and identity to the academy community, of
which pupils are members. It also gives pupils a sense of pride in their appearance and is designed to
achieve a balance between good value for money and durability.

Hairstyles are included within the uniform policy as hairstyles contribute to the smart appearance of
pupils. Individuals can use hair styles to make particular statements which may otherwise be against
school policies, e.g., the shaving of certain symbols within a hair style which could be considered
offensive. Where hairstyles/colours are high fashion, this becomes a talking point for pupils in lessons, it
then becomes a distraction from learning. As a result, we include in our policy the parameters for haircuts
that the academy deems acceptable.

All pupils are expected to meet the uniform requirements so that staff can minimise time spent
addressing uniform issues and maximise the time spent focusing on pupil learning and progress. To
support parents/carers further with this, a list of compulsory uniform items can be found at the end of
this policy.

1. Uniform Requirements:
Years 7,8 and 9

Plain white school shirt with top button fastened and long enough to be tucked in.
Airedale Academy clip on tie.

Airedale Academy blazer.

Plain black tailored trousers or plain black tailored skirt of an appropriate length*.
Plain black sensible shoes**.

Optional plain black V neck long sleeved jumper or cardigan.

Socks must cover the ankle and should be plain black or white.

Tights should be plain black opaque.

Years 10 and 11

Plain white school shirt with top button fastened and long enough to be tucked in.
Airedale Academy clip on tie.

Airedale Academy blazer.

Plain black tailored trousers or plain black tailored skirt of an appropriate length*.
Plain black sensible shoes**.

Optional plain black V neck long sleeved jumper or cardigan.

Socks must cover the ankle and should be plain black or white.

Tights should be plain black opaque.

*Skirts must be worn a hand-width from the knee. Very tight fitting, elasticated, jersey or tube style
skirts are not considered tailored. Skirts with silver or gold zips are not considered plain black).

**Trainers or trainer style shoes are not acceptable. Shoes with brown heels/soles or with non-
black bows, logos or embellishments are not considered plain black.

Outdoor coats must not be worn in the academy building. Please ensure all items of clothing are
marked with your child’'s name.
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2. Appearance:
Make up / Nails

A little discreet make up which would be deemed suitable for work is allowed.

No false eyelashes, heavy black eye liner, bright lipstick or eyebrow make-up.

Pupils will be asked to remove all excessive make up.

Nails must be of a suitable length for a practical working environment. This is defined as no
longer than 1mm long and should not be seen from the underside of the finger. This is to protect
pupils from injury.

Jewellery

One small stud earring with a ‘butterfly’ back may be worn in each ear.

Multiple studs and ‘stretchers’ or ‘retainers’ are not allowed.

No other piercings are allowed at all, including ‘clear’ piercings.

Responsibility badges e.g. School Council may be worn, no other badges are allowed.

No visible necklaces are allowed. No bracelets, unless it is a charity bracelet worn while the
school is fundraising for a particular charity or a medical bracelet.

No rings are allowed.

A watch may be worn.

Hair should be worn in a style that does not draw attention; high fashion styles are not
permitted.

Hairstyles should be blended with no sharp contrasts. For example, hair that is partially shaven
(e.g. undercut, Mohican styles) is not suitable.

Hair must cover the scalp. A skin fade, skinhead or bare scalp haircut is not suitable. Hair
should not be shorter than a grade 0.5.

No hair markings, shapes or lines (including at the parting) should be cut in the hair.

Hair colour must be natural in colour; a colour the child could have been born with. Multi-
coloured hair, silver, purple and deep red tones are not considered a natural colour.

Any item used to cover the hair for religious, cultural or medical reasons should be plain black.

Hair accessories such as headbands/large clips must be plain black. Clear or natural hair
colour bobbles and Kirby grips are permitted to tie back hair.

Part shaven, totally shaven eyebrow/eyebrows are not suitable.

Skirts must be tailored and made from a suitable fabric. Very tight fitting, elasticated or tube
style skirts are not appropriate and will not be allowed.

Skirts must be worn at an appropriate length; this is defined as a hand- width from the knee.
Skirts must not be rolled over at the top or bottom.

The Halo Code

Airedale Academy champions the right of pupils to embrace all Afro-hairstyles. The academy
acknowledge that Afro-textured hair is an important part of our Black pupils’ racial, ethnic,
cultural, and religious identities, and requires specific styling for hair health and maintenance.
We welcome Afro-textured hair worn in all styles including, but not limited to, afros, locs, twists,
braids, cornrows, fades, hair straightened through the application of heat or chemicals, weaves,
wigs, headscarves, and wraps.
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¢ In line with the uniform policy, hair coverings must be plain and of one colour.
e Pupils can be directed that hair be tied up for health and safety reasons.
¢ In line with the uniform policy, hair must be natural in colour

Where pupils are wishing to make a significant change to their uniform or appearance, the academy
recommend that parents contact the child’s Year Leader in advance of any change.

The Academy’s uniform policy has been written with regard to the Equality Act 2010 which enable
exceptions to the application of the various sections of the uniform policy where there are any exceptional
circumstances or where there is a genuine particular requirement based on disability, ethnicity, religion
or medical grounds. The reasons for such an exception would need to be established in discussion with
the headteacher (or nominated member of SLT).

3. Incorrect Uniform Procedure

If a pupil arrives with incorrect uniform, or uniform that is defaced, they should be sent to Step- Up
where staff will:

e Try to remedy the situation wherever possible
e Lend uniform to a pupil once per half term.

o Borrowed items must be returned at the end of the day.

o If a pupil has come to the academy in an incorrect item, Step Up will keep that

item securely until the end of the day.
e Give out wipes to remove make up, shade brows e.g. brows that have been shaved so that they
have lines in them.

e Tie up or comb hair that does not meet the academy requirements.
e Cover buckles, stitches or embellishments on shoes.

Pupils are allowed to borrow uniform once per half term. If they ask to borrow again, they will work in
Connect.

Pupils with an unsuitable hair cut or colour that cannot be remedied will be required to work in Step
Up, IE or Connect (details of these areas can be found in the academy behaviour policy).

Where it is not possible to remedy issues that are in breach of the uniform policy, pupils will not work
in lessons. They will work from Step Up. Where the breaches are persistent, pupils will work in Connect
or IE. In some circumstances, the Headteacher, or person authorised by the headteacher, may ask a
pupil to go home briefly to remedy a breach to the academy rules.

The academy will endeavour to contact parents to inform them of any uniform issues and adaptions
needed to correct the issue. Due to restrictions within the academy day, including teaching
commitments, it will not always be possible for parents to be contacted immediately. Pupils will be
required to work from the designated area until such a time as contact can be made.

Pupils should report to Step Up daily until staff are satisfied that the uniform issue is rectified.

4. Incorrect wearing of uniform

During the course of the school day when pupils wear uniform incorrectly, they will be asked to correct
the issue and their name will be recorded. If pupils are persistently in breach of the uniform policy,
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then additional sanctions will be applied (including detentions, Connect and IE). This includes, but is
not limited to:

. Wearing too much make up.

. Wearing jewellery not allowed according to the uniform rules.

. Not having their shirt tucked in.

. Having blazer or shirt sleeves rolled up.

. Not wearing their blazer

. Wearing a round necked jumper or jumper that does not meet uniform expectations.
Skirts

For skirts to be of an appropriate length, they must not be rolled at the top or bottom and must be worn
close to the knee at all times. The academy defines appropriate as a hand-width from the knee. The
style of skirt worn should ensure that they can remain at the appropriate length at all times. Very tight
fitting, elasticated, jersey or tube style skirts that ride up throughout the day are therefore not
appropriate and will not be allowed.

Failure to wear skirts correctly will lead to the pupil being removed from their mainstream lessons and
parents will be contacted to ask for full support in rectifying the uniform concern. Persistent breaches
could result in pupils being directed to wear trousers.

If pupils are persistently in breach of the uniform policy, then additional sanctions will be applied e.g.
lunch time detentions, time in Connect and parents being invited in to the academy to discuss this with
the year leader or assistant headteacher.

The academy does not operate a seasonal uniform policy. All items of uniform are compulsory in
summer and winter. In summer during hot weather the Headteacher may allow pupils to remove their
ties and/or blazers in the academy. Unless directed otherwise, pupils will be required to have their
tie/blazer with them in the academy at all times and normal sanctions will apply.

Jewellery
If pupils are persistently refusing to remove jewellery additional sanctions will be applied.

Members of the Senior Leadership Team will confiscate items of jewellery and these will be returned
at the end of the school day.

If a pupil persistently breaches expectations then the jewellery will be removed from them. Parents will
be required to contact the academy to make an appointment with a Senior Leader, who will return it.

All other staff will ask a pupil to remove the jewellery and put the pupil’s name in the uniform book.

Second Hand Uniform

A limited selection second hand uniform is available for free from the academy. Please contact your
child’s year leader for more information.
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Airedale Academy Uniform Requirements

Brand
edY/
N

Compulsory

. Purchased from
or Optional

Plain White School Shirt (with
top button fastened and
long enough to be tucked
in).

X N Compulsory | A range of retailers.

Plain Black long-sleeved V
Neck Jumper/Cardigan (must
not be worn tucked in into
skirt/trousers).

N Optional A range of retailers.

Plain Black Shoes (Trainer
style shoes are not acceptable.
Shoes with brown heels/soles
or with non-black bows, logos
or embellishments are not
considered plain black).

N Compulsory | A range of retailers.

Airedale Academy Clip on Tie .
yHip Y Compulsory | Issued free of charge in

Year 7.

Airedale Academy Blazer .
' yElaz Y Compulsory | Better and Bright

Plain Black Tailored Trousers .
N Compulsory | A range of retailers.

Plain Black Tailored Skirt.
(Must be worn a hand-width
from the knee. Very tight
fitting, elasticated, jersey or
tube style skirts are not
considered tailored. Skirts with
silver or gold zips are not
considered plain black).

N Compulsory | Arange of retailers.
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Black Opaque Tights or .

N mpulsor Aran f retailers.
Socks (visible socks should be Compulsory ange of retailers
plain black or white and must
cover the ankle)
Hair Accessories . .

N Optional A range of retailers.

(headbands/large clips must
be plain black. Clear or natural
hair colour bobbles and Kirby
grips are permitted to tie back
hair.)

The list below refers to the purchase of new PE kit. Pupils in older year groups can still wear the Airedale Academy PE polo shirt and black
shorts.

PE Uniform

Branded Compulsory
Y/N or Optional Purchased from
PE Indoor Shirt (for pupils in
year 7/8 2025/26).
Pupils in years 9-11 can wear

the Airedale Academy black PE
polo shirt.

N Compulsory | Better and Bright

Plain Black Skin To . .
P N Optional A range of retailers.

PE Shorts (for pupils in year
7/8 2025/26).

Pupils in years 9-11 can wear
the Airedale Academy black PE
shorts.

N Compulsory | Better and Bright
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Plain Black Tracksuit Bottoms

Optional A range of retailers.
PE Outdoor Top . .
Pupils in years 7-11 can wear Optional Better and Bright
the Airedale Academy PE rugby
top or plain black outdoor PE
top
Plain Black PE Socks .
Compulsory | A range of retailers.
PE Trainers (Any colour sports .
trainer) - NOT Canvas style, Compulsory | A range of retailers.
e.g. pumps/converse/vans etc
Football/Rugby Boots - . .
/Rugby Optional A range of retailers.

Plastic/Moulded studs only

5. Equipment

It is important that all pupils arrive at the academy ready to learn and with all of the equipment they need
for their lessons that day. The following list of equipment is compulsory. It is expected that pupils have
these items with them every day. These items should be a carried in a bag suitable for school.

Form teachers will carry out regular checks to ensure that pupils are fully equipped for the day. Facilities
will be made available for pupils to buy equipment. Where this is not possible, the cost of equipment will

be automatically removed from a pupil’s online account.

If a pupil forgets to bring their planner, they will be issued with a temporary planner sheet. This will only
be issued once per half term. If a pupil forgets their planner on a second occasion, they will work in
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connect/IE. Parents/carers will be contacted to ask for their full support to remedy the situation. Where
this is not possible, pupils will work from connect/IE. Where the breaches are persistent, pupils will

work in Connect or IE.

The academy will endeavour to contact parents to inform them of any equipment issues and what is
needed to correct the issue. Due to restrictions within the academy day, including teaching commitments,
it will not always be possible for parents to be contacted immediately. Pupils will be required to work from

the designated area until such a time as contact can be made.

Individual subjects will have additional equipment requirements, e.g. calculators for maths lessons. The
expectations for each subject will be shared with your child by their classroom teacher.

Branded Compulsory
Item Image Y/N or Optional Purchased from
Pen (b!ack or blue biro or N Compulsory A range of retailers.
fountain pen) ﬁ
Green Pen ﬂ N Compulsory A range of retailers.
Pencil N Compulsory A range of retailers.
Ruler | | l ‘ N Compulsory A range of retailers.
Glue Stick N Recommend | A range of retailers.
GLUE STICK
Plann_er (Planners mus_t. Y Compulsory Issued free of charge at the
remain free from graffiti, start of the academic year.
pupils who graffiti N@a\ Replacement planners can
planners must buy a 4 be purchased from the
replacement). academy throughout the
year.
Highlighter N Recommend A range of retailers.
piveiiad | 1]

Dry Wipe P .

ry Wipe ren é N Recommend | A range of retailers.
Pencil Case N Recommend | Arange of retailers.

(example)
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